
Bio

Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurdsson was born in Reykjavik, Iceland in 1978. After studying Comparative Literature at the University of Iceland, Hafsteinn Gunnar went to New York where he studied film directing and screenwriting at the prestigious film program at Columbia University. His thesis film Rattlesnakes traveled extensively to film festivals: Tribeca, Oberhausen, Aspen among others and won many awards, including 1st prize at Alcine Short Film Festival in Spain 2008. Á annan veg (Either Way) is Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurdsson´s first feature film. 

Filmography

Feature Films:

Á annan veg

(Either Way)

Written and directed by Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurdsson

Produced by Mystery Island and Flickbook Films with support from The Icelandic Filmcentre.

Will premiere in the fall of 2011.

Shorts and documentaries:

Paradox (2011), 52 minutes. Documentary.

Directed by Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurdsson and Sigurdur Skulason

Production company: Mystery Island with support from The Icelandic Filmcentre

Rattlesnakes (2007) 23 min. Super 16mm.

Directed by Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurðsson. 

Written by Huldar Breidfjord 

Production company: Mystery Island with support from The Icelandic Filmcentre

Awards: Imax Outstanding Achievement Award and 20th Century Fox/Farrelly Brothers Outstanding Achievement in Comedy Award at Columbia University Film Festival 2007. Best Screenplay at Rencontres Henri Langlois, Poitiers 2007. Nominated as Best Short at Edda, The Icelandic Film and Television Academy Awards in 2007. Special Jury Recognition at Aspen Shortsfest 2008. 1st prize at Alcine Film Festival 2008. BAFTA/LA Certificate of Excellence at Cinequest 2008. 

Festivals: Nordisk Panorama, Reykjavik International Film Festival, Uppsala, Tribeca Film Festival, Aspen Shortsfest, Oberhausen, Rencontrés Henri Langlois Poitiers, Cinequest, Palm Springs, Intl Short Film Festival Leuven, Future Shorts.

Distribution and Telvision: Rattlesnakes was bought by RUV, Iceland. Arte France and Germany. It is distributed by Future Shorts, London.

Love (2006), 13 min. DV.

Directed by: Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurðsson. 

Screenplay: Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurðsson

Based on the play Stephen Belber.  

No One Knows I’m Gone (2005), 14 min. DV 

Written and directed by Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurðsson.

Matthew Barney: Site Specific (2004), 42 min. Documentary.

Directed by: Bjarni Þór Sigurbjörnsson and Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurðsson.    

Produced by Lortur for The Living Art Museum, Reykjavik

Female: Other Anxiety (2003), 10 min. Written and directed by: Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurðsson. Second prize at Grand Rokk Film Festival 2003.

Male: Talking Moustache (2003), 36 min.  Written and directed by: Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurðsson og Kristján Loðmfjörð

Morocco: The Quest for The Decent Arab (2001), 27 min.  Directed by: Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurðsson and Kristján Loðmfjörð. First prize at Reykjavik Short Film Festival 2002. 

George: A Living Tune (2000), 17 min.  Directed by: Hafsteinn Gunnar Sigurðsson and Kristján Loðmfjörð. First prize at Reykjavik Shortfilm Festival 2000.

