Thráinn Bertelsson

THRÁINN BERTELSSON (b.1944) is Iceland's most prolific maker of feature

films, having written, directed and produced seven films, winning awards and

critical acclaim abroad and enjoying exceptional popularity at home.

After graduating in film directing/producing from the Stockholm Dramatic

Institute in 1977 his feature film debut was with The Twins (1981), winning

the Silver Award at the prestigious Gifoni/Salerno Childrens´ Film Festival.

His three comedies, New Life, Pastoral Life and A Policeman´s Life were

warmly welcomed by cinemagoers in Iceland and are still in constant demand

on the video market, although it has quite correctly been pointed out that

in these films the inherent seriousness of the human condition seems to be

blithely ignored.

An attempt at portraying the aforementioned seriousness and gloom of the

human condition, Deep Winter, failed miserably at the box-office but a few

critics must have enjoyed it since the film was elected "Best Icelandic

Film" in 1985.

Thráinn Bertelsson's film, Magnús, proved the most popular film in Iceland

in 1989, even beating James Bond and Indiana Jones for attendance figures.

Thrainn Bertelsson received two major Felix nominations ( Best Film, Best

Screenplay) for his film MAGNUS at the European Film Awards in Paris in 1989

as well as the Icelandic DV Cultural Award for Filmmaking, which has proved

extremely useful as a paperweight.

In the course of a colourful career, Thráinn Bertelsson has written,

directed and produced a total of seven feature films, besides his work for

television. He is the author of various books for adults and for children,

novels and essays, ex-editor of a Reykjavík daily newspaper and a popular

radio personality.

His latest mini-series for TV, Ships of Heaven, was watched by 68% of the

Icelandic population, a unique rating for a TV-programme.

His most recent film is a black comedy, Private Lives, shown in 1995.

Thrainn Bertelsson decided to disappear from the Icelandic film scene in

1995 to do some honest work for a  while among ordinary mortals. In his

spare time he is now writing and planning his magnum opus, Aqua Vitae - The

Water of Life, a film and a TV-series, to be produced in 2001 - an

auspicious year for filmmaking.

Feature Films:

1981 - The Twins

1983 - A New Life

1984 - Pastoral Life

1985 - Deep Winter

1985 - A Policeman's Life

1989 - Magnús

1995 - Private Lives

